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EPHES. 4-3» 
Endeauouring to keepe the Unitie of 
the Spirit, in the band of peace_. 


<DERF 1 S Chapter is a great 


} Scripture for Vnity, Sor, 
3) here we find there is but 
& One Lord whom we ſcruc 
d) ver, $. But One God and Y/* 5 
v Father, wham wee wor- 
ſhip and obey: -ver.6, But One Spirit whom 7/26. 
we recciue, while he ſanQifies vs: ver. 4. Yer/e 4. 
One Lord, One God and Father , One Spirit, 
Three in One, all Three but one God, bleſ- 
ſed for euer, But one Baptiſme,by which we 
are cleanſed. But oe Faith by which wee 
belecue : ver, 5. But one hopevpon which 7/5, 
we relye : .4, Butone knowledge, by which 7:7: 4. 
we are illightened: ver. z 3, But One Bodieof 7; 1;. 


winch wearemembers: yer.4. Different /-7 4. 
| B Graces, 


Fer.11,12. 


Ver. t. 


Ver, Jo 


L, 


Graces, butall rending to One Edification. 
Diuers offices, but all ioint-Ouerſeers of 
the /ame worke ; Till the Building be One 
and we One in it, Ver. 11. 

This Chapter isas preſling a Scripture for 
Fxhortation. Andthefirit Exhortation is, 
That men would walke worthy of their Calling : 
©2r,i. Their calling to beChriſtians z Their 
calling in Chriſtianiztie, And that toſhew 
themſclues worthic, they would endeauor to 
keepe the V nity af the Spirit in the band of peace: 
tr. 3. 

All for Vnity. Andlet me tell you. V Ve 
often read of One intheScripture : but the 
word V#ity in the AbſtraR,is no whereread 
either inOld or New Teſtament, but onely 
in this Chapter, and here'tis twice, Forwe 
are exhorted to keepe it : ver, 3, But how 
long? why cuen till we be mate perfett: cer, 
13. thatis, tothe end of this life, 

VVhy, but whatnecd was there of this 
Exhortation at Epheſus ? What 2 why ſure 
verygreatneed, For Saint Ayſcim tells vs, 
Schiſma fuit, there was a Schiſme and a rup- 


ture there, And Chariſmata, the eminent 
Graces 
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Graces which God had giuen many of 
them, was madethecauſe of the Schitme. 
For Cerruption atthe heart of man breedes 
pride cucn outof Gods graces. Andthe 

which had theſe gifts deſpiſed them which 
had rhem not, and ſeparated irom them. 
This gauc occaſion to falſe teachers #0 enter 


in, and lye in wayt to deceine : Ver. 14, This 17. 14 


was the ſtate ofthe Church of Epheſus. How 
was it in the Citie and the Common-wealth 
there while 2 How 2 why, the Citie was 
then a yery famous Citic in loxia, a part of 
Afiathe leſſe, At this time ſubieR tothe Ko- 
mane Empire, Their Proconſul and other De- 


puties were ouer them, Atts 19. But Diana 4@: 1g. 38. 


was coddeſle there and the Citicheathen, 
Epheſus then was Ethnicke : No Reli- 
vicn but Paganiſme- auowed bythe ſtate, 
And theCitie was a ſtranger tothe Church 
thatwasinir, AStranger and without as rhe 


ApoſUe ſpeaks, 1.Cor.y, Yet ſuch isthe force T-Co7. 5. 12. 


of Chriſtian Religion, thatas Herod Q& Ie- 
ruſal-m weretroubled when Chriſt was borne 


S. Math, 2. So here Demetrius and Epbeſis 5. Mar. 2.3, 


were troubled when thename & Religion 


B 2 of 


4s 
of Chriſt was borne and nurſed vp among 


AA. 19. 20. them. For the word of God did no ſooner 


Ver.27. 


growe and preuaile at Epheſus : Afts 19, 20. 


but by and by there aroſe no ſmall trouble about 
it : uer.23, 

The Citie and the ſtate Heathen, ettrou- 
bled when Religion came in;Thertore,ACz- 
tie & a ſtate Chritian mult needes be more 
troubled when Religion goes our, And the 
ready waytoout Religion, isto breakethe 
Vnitie of it. And the breach of the Vnity of 
Religion will be ſure to trouble the City firſt, 
and hazard the ſtate after, For the ſtate, 
whether Pagan or Chriſtian,hath euer ſmar- 
red more orlcfle,as the Church hath crum- 
bled into Diuiſions. 

S. Paull know wrote this Fpiſtle to the 
Church of Epheſus, notthe Citie, And hee 
called for Vnitie bound vp in peace., forthe 
Churches good , without any expreſſe 
mention either of Citie or ſtate. Yerhee 
well knew that thegood both of the State 
and the Citie would follow vpon it, For 
Viity is a binder vp; AndV/nityof Spirit, 
(whichis religion's vnity ) is the faſteſt bin- 
der 
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derthatis, And leſt it ſhould not biad faſt 
enough, it calls in the band of peace. Sothat 
no man can exhort ynto, and endeauor for 
the nity of che Church,bur at the ſamerime, 
he labours for the good of the ſtate, And 
if it were ſoat Fpheſus where the ſtate was 
Heathen? much more muſt itneeds be ſo, 
wheretheſtateis Chriſtian, 

I ſhall follow my Text therfore both in 
it ſelfe, and inthe Conſequent which fol- 
lowes vpon it. In itſelte,and fo'tis forthe 
Vnitie of the Church, And a maine Text it is 
(ſaythS. Ierome ) againſt Hereſie and Schiſme, 
IntheConſequence it hath : And fotis for 
the Ynity of the State, And a full Conſe- 
| quence it is, For Ynitie, not keptin the 
! Church is leſle keptintheſtare Andthe 
| Gchiſmes and diuifions of the one, are both 


' Mothers and Nurſes of all diſobedence and 
| difrioynting in the other, So the Apoſtles 
| exhortation goes on directly ro the 
Church, by Conſequentro theState. And 
it will behouc both Bodies that all the ſeue- 
rall members of each Endeauor to keepe the 
Vuity of the Spirit in the band of peace. 


The 
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The Text hath ſixe particulars, For firſt, 
here's the thing itſeife, ro which the A- 
poſtle exhorts, That's Ynity, Secondly, 
All Vnity will not ſeruetherurne, It mult 
be the Vnity of the Spirit, Thirdly, whar's 
to be done withthis Vnity, Ic muit be kept, 
t ourthly, there will bee no keeping of it, 
without a ſtrong Endeavour, Fiftly, this 
Endeauour to keepe will bee to nopur- 
poſe, ifit be not in peace, And fixtly,Peace 
it ſelfe cannot hold it Jonge, excepr it bee 
bound rp in Vinculo, in the ſtrongeſt band 
that peace hath, 

| beginne with that which is the matter 
of the Apoſtles Exbortation. Tis YVnity; 

A very charitable rye, but better known? 
then loued, A thing ſo good, that*tis neuer 
broken but by the worſt men. Nay, fo 
good it is,thatthe very worſt men pretend 
beſt when they breake it 'Tis fo in the 
Church; Neuer Heretick yet rent her bow- 
els, bur he pretended that hee raked them 
for trurh. Tisſo in the ſtate, Seldome any 
Pnquiet Spirit diuides her Vnion, but hee 
prerends ſome great abuſ-s, which his inte- 


ority 


la. 


7. 
rity would remedie. O chat were made 
a Tudge in the land, that euery man which bath 
any Controuerf;e might come to methet Imight 
1 avehim Juſtice, And yetno worſe then Da- 
vid was King, when this Cunning was vied, 
2 Sam.1z. Vnitythen bothin Churchand ..5,».r5.4. 
Common Wealth is ſo good, that none 
but the worſt willingly breake it: And cuen 
| they are fo farre alhamed of the breach, 
! thatthey muſt ſeemeholyer then thereſt, 
| that they may bee thought ro have a uſt 
| cauſetobreakeit. 
Now to be one here whetherin Church 2 
orCommon-wealth is notproperly taken, 
as if all wereto be ſhrunke vp into one Body, 
But One is taken here (faith Paulinus) pro Fyitt. 5. 
mulrorum vnanimitate, for the vnanimitic 
| and conſent of many in one.. And the 
Church and Common-wealth,take them 
ſeuerally, or together, they are, they can 
be no otherwiſe Cne then Vnione multorum, 
by the vniting and agreeing of many in 
one, And ſo S. Luke, Atts 4. TheChurch As 4. 33. 
| Was 4 multitude of Beleeuers, ſed Cor pnum, 
| bur they liucd as if they had had but one 
heart 


Vaio eft alique- 
rum diflinflork, 
Tvem.2.2,4.17. 
A.3.Ce 


Ind, 2C.11. 
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heart among them, This Ynitythen isſo 
One , as that it isthe vniting of morethen 
one : yet ſuch a vniting of many, as that 
when the Common Faith is endangered, the 
Church appeares for it as One. And when 
the common ſafety is doubted, or the common 
peace troubled, tbe ſtate appeares for itas 
one, As Iſrael was ſaid tobe knit together as 
One man : Iud,20., And indeede when On: 
Man is not more at Vnitic in himſelte for 
his owne defence, then the Chwch and 
ſtate arc for publike defence, then both 
arc iuſtly faid to beat /nitie, 

You ſee what Vnitie is. Will you ſeo 
what hurt followes vyhere tis broken? 
Firſt, Fraftion makes vneuenreckonings. 
And tis hard, very hard, for a manthat 
breakes vnitie to giue either God orman 
agood accountof ſo doing, Hardtogiue 
account, but that's not all. 

For, if Vnity be broken, if a Nivifon bee 
made, the pares muſt be «quallor Tnequal, 
If the parts be <quall, neither of them hath 
more then halfe its ſtrength. If rhey bee 


Pn4qugilonc hath not fo much.. Andrhat 
; which 
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which hath more, vſually hath more 
pride, and (o leſle willto vnite, And yet 
for all this pride, farre weaker it is, then 
when there was Ynity,and altogether.Nay, 
in breach of /nity there isnot alwaies ſafe- 
tic forthegreateragainſtthe leſle, Forin 
that greeuous breach in J/rael, when the 
Eleuen Tribes came out againſt Beniamin 
foure hunared thouſand ſtrong,and their quar- 
rell good, yetthey fell twice before them, 
In1g.20, [ud,20-17, 

Nay this 15not all,notany almoſt ofthe 

hurt which followes in either Church or 
ſtate, when diſcontents haue ſwallowed vp 
their Vnity,For the Church. Nothing ( ſaith S, ,,,, 
Chriſoſtome ) doth ſoprouoke God to anger as to 

ſee diuiſam Ecclefiam, his Church purchaſed by 
on2 blood, tobe One Body, mad: moregmade 
other then One, And forthe Common-IWealth, 
Apcopleis as one Cittie, yertſ{uch aone 
(faith Saint Auguſtine )cuieſt periculoſa diſſen- _-: 200008 
tio, as to whom all breach of Vnityis full 
of danger, For Church and ſtate together ; 

It was a greeuous Rent among the 
ewes, when Manaſſes deuoured Epbraim , 

C Ephraim 


I Os 
Ephraim Manaſſes, and both fell ypon Iudah, 


Eſey 9. 21, Eſay 9. What followed 2 was God pleay'd 


with this, or werethe Tribes in ſatery thar 
were thus diuided?No ſure.For it followes, 
The wrath of the Lord was not turn'd away, 
but his hand was ſtretched out (till. 

Still? How long was that? Howlong ? 
Why, Till Ephraim and Manaſſes which 
could nor agreeat home,werewiththe reſt 
of the ten Tribes carried away into perpe 
tuall captiuity. And Eſay liued to ſee his 
Prophecytulfilled vpon them. For they were 
carried away by Salmanaſar in the (xt 
yeereof Hexekiah, when F(ay flouriſhed, 
This wrath of the Lord was fierce, and the 
people dranke deepeofthis Cup. There- 
fore 1 goe a farre off both for timeand 
place to fetchrhisInſtance : And doe you 
rake carenot to bring it neerer home, Andl 
pray obſerue it too: The hand of God was 
ſtretched out vpon Epbraimand Manaſſes, 
but there's no mention, which wasthefirſt, 
or which the greater offender, Ephraim or 
Manaſſes, Whar's the Reaſon ? Tis becauſe 
the breach of -onity ſcarce leaues any Inno- 

cent; 
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cent ; and the hand of God is ſtretched out yþ- 
on all, 

1 preſſe Vnity hard ypon you (pardon 
methis Zeale,) Orhat my thoughts could 
ſpeake that to you thatthey doc to God: 
or that my tongue could expreſle them but 
ſuch asthey are: Or that there were an 
open paſſage that you might ſee them, as 
they pray faſter then | can ſpeak for vnity. 

Bur whatthen? will any kinde of Vnity 2 
ſeruethe turne ? Surely,any will doe much 
good : But the beſtis ſateſt ; and thatis rhe 
Vnity of the Spirit. 

The learned are not altogether agreed |, 
heere,what is meant by theVnity of the Sp- Cale Brea Le 
rit, For ſomethinke no more is meant by 
itthen,a bare concord and agreement in minde 
and will, Lert's keep this,and both Church 
and ſtate ſhall haue a grear deale of free- 
dome from danger. Butothers take the /- 
nity of the Spirit to be that ſpirituall concord, - 2 ry 
which none doth, nonecan worke in the *4/4*-%. 
hearts ofmen, but the HolyGhost. And 
lam apterto follow this ſence: becauleif 
you take it but for a bare agreement in 

C 2 iudge- 
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iadgment, Saint Paul had ſaid enough b y 
naming nity, Hee needed haue made no 
Addition of the Spirit, And becauſe inthe 
Text "tis ms TVSVURTOS which for the moſt 5 
points outthe Holy Spirit.And becauſe elle | 

Saint Pauls words( which Bucer calls Arden. 

tid. tiaverbagzealous and burning words)adde 

nothing to any cuen the coldeſt exhortation 
of the Heathento /nity, | 
2 TheVnitythenofthe Spiric,to whichthe 
Apoſile exhorts includes both ; Both concord | 
in minde and affeftions, and loue of charitable 
ronity,which comes from the Spirit of God, 
and returnes to it, Andindeed the Grace of 
Gods Spirit is that alone, which makes men | 
truly at peace and wnityone with another, * 
Eitribuendum non Nobis, To him it isto bee 
attribured,not to vs,(ſaith Saint Auguſtine) 
Tis Hee that makes men to be of one minde in 
P[al.63.6. an houſe, Pſal, 68. Now one minde inthe 
Church,and one minde in the ſtate, come 
from the ſame fountaine with One mindein 
an houſe ; All from the Spirir, And ſothe 
Verſeq Apoſtle cleercly ver. 4, One Body, and one | 
Spirit,that is, One Body, by one Spirit, For 
tis 


Tra.1t0.ins$.10, 
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I3. 
'tis the Spirit that ioynesall the members of 
the Church into one Body, And 'tis the 
Church that bleſles the ſtate, not ſimply 
with vnity ; bur with chat vnity with which 
it ſelfe is bleſſed of God. Aſtate not Chri. 
ſtian may haue Vnityin ir, Yes, And ſo may 
a ſtate that hath loſt all Chriſtianity, ſaue 
the Name. But Vnity of the Spirit, nor 
Church nor ſtate can longer hold, then 
they doc in ſome meaſure obey the Spirit, 
aud loue theVnity. 

This <vnity of the Spirit is cloſer then 
any corporall ynion can bee, For Spirits 
meete where Bodies cannot; and neerer 
then Bodies can, The Reaſon is giuen by 


Saint Chry/oſtome : Becauſe the Soule of Spirit tom.9.iu Eph, 


of man i more fimple and of one forme, And 
the Soule apterin it ſelfero YVnion is made 
moreapt by the Spiritof God, which is One, 
and loues nothing bur as it tends to One. 
Nay, asthe Spirit of God is one, and cannot 
diflent from itſelte ; no more ought they 
whom the Spirit hath ioyn'd #n One: and 
the Spirit hath ioyn'd the Church # One ; 
Therefore hethatdiuidesthe Vnity ofthe 
C2 Church 


Lib.g.Ep. 76. 


14. 
Church, pracicesagainſt the Vnity of the 
Spirit, 

Now this -onity of the Spirit (ſo called, 
becauſe it proceeds from the Spirit of 
Grace, continues in Obedience toir, and 
in the end brings vs to the Spirit thatgaue 
it) is the cauſe of all other vnityrhat is 
good ; andthe want of it,the Caule of all 
defeRs invnity, The preſence of itis the 
Cauſe of allvnity hat is good; Ofall with- 
inthe Church, no man doubts. But'tis of 
all withourthe Church roo, For no Hea- 
then mes or ſtates did euer agree in any 
good thing whatſocuer , bur their vnity 
ocecedcd from this Spirit,and was ſo farre 
forth atleaſt a vnityof the Spirit. And for 
ſtates thatare Chriſtian, and haue mutuall 
relations to the Church that is inthem:; 
S.Gregories Rule is true. The vnity of the ſtate 
depends much yponthe peace and nity of the 
Church : therefore vpon the guidance of 
the ſameSpirir, 

Andas the preſence of the nity of the 
Spirit is the Cauſe of all pnity that is good: 
ſothewantof it istheCaule of all defects 
in 


15, 
in pnity, For as in the Body of a manthe 
Spirit holds the members together ; burif 
the ſoule depart the members fall a ſunder: 
So'tis in the Church(ſaith Theopbilat) and 
ſo in the ſtate,Solitle vnitythen in Chriſten- 
dome as is, is a great Argument, that the 
Spirit is grieved,and hath iuſtly withdrawn 
much of his influence, And how isthe Spi- 
rit grieued? How ? why, ſure by our neg- 
le&,ifnort contempt ot Him as Hee is One, 


Ibid. 


For as He is the Spirit of fortitude, Eſayn. */ "1: 3 


there wee'l haue him, he ſhall defend vs in 
warr. And as hee isthe Spirit of Wiſedome, 
there wee'l haue himtoo,he ſhallgouerne 
vsin peace.Butas heis One Spirit, and re- 
quires that wee keepe his vnity,therewee'l 
none of him, though we know right well, 
that without pxzty peacecannot continue, 
nor warre proſper, 

One vnitythere is (take heed of it) 'tisa 
great Enemy to the wnitte of che Spirit, 
both in Church and Common-wealth. S. 


Bafilcalls it Concors Odium, vnity in hatred #x#c: 


roperſecute the Church. And tothis worke 


their's vniry enough ; Menrake counſell toge= 
cher, 


P/al.2.2. 


Ser.6.44 verb, 
Dom.c+1 2. 


P/al.$3.4. 
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ther,Pſal.2. Saint Augnſiine calls it pnitatem 
contra Pnitazem.A nity againſt vnity;when 
Pagans, lewes and Herzticks,or any profane 
crew whatſoeuer, make alcague againſt 
the Churches Vnity.And abour that work, 
that the name of Iſrael may bee no more in re- 
membrance, that there may be no Church, 
orno reformed Church, Gebalzand Ammon, 
and Amaleckgthe Philiſtins, and they that dwell 
at Tyre are Confederates together, Pſal 83. S. 
Hilary will not yvouchſate to call ſuch vnion 
Vnity ; Indeed it deſerues notthe name; 
'Tis not pity ( ſaith he) beit in Church or 
beir in ſtate : but 'tis a Combination, And 
hee giues his Reaſon. For vnity is in faith 
(and Obedience: ) but Combination #s Conſor- 
tiumfaftionis,no other, no better,the con- 
ſentingin a fation. And all Fattion is a 
Frattion too,and an Encmie to Vnity,cuen 
while it combines in one, For while it com- 
bines bur apart, irdeſtroyesthe vaiticot 
the whole, 

Is the ſpiritinthis 2 Our of queſtion, 
No. For a Faftionto c<mpaſle it's end,I 
will not ſay, whenit ſees a theefe it conſents to 

| him ; 


. 
— J—@@2wtr th 3G TEA ICE. Lal 


> 4, 


17. 
him ; or that it is alwaies parraker with the 
Adulterers ; but thisit doth : It ſbeakes 4- 
gainſt its owne Brother, and (lauders its owne 
Mothers Sonne, P/al.yo. Can any man call za. 50.19. 
this the Vnity ofthe Spirit > Or is thisthe 
way to Vnity ? | 

And now I cannot but wonder what » 
words S. Paul (were he now aliue) would 
vie, to call backe Ynityinto diſmembred 

Chriſtendome, For my part, Death were 
calier tomee, then it isto ſecand conſider 
the face of the Church of Chriſt ſcratched 
and rorne, till it bleeds in cuery part, as it 
doth this day : And the Coat of Chriſt,which 
was once ſpared by Souldiers, becauſe it was 

ſeamleſſe. S. Ioh.1g9, Rent cuery way and $.1+b.19.23. 
which is the muſcrie of it by the hand of 
the Prieſt; And the Pope, which Bellarmine > rea 
bath putintothe Definition ofthe Church, vt: powm— 
that there might bee one Miniſterial head, to 
keepe all in vnity,is as great as any,it notthe 
the greateſt cauſe of diuided Chriſtianity, 

Good God,@vhat prepoſterous thrift is 

thisin men, to ſowe vp euery ſmall rent in 

their owne Coat; andnot care whatrents 
D they 


Ibid. 
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they not onely ſuffer, but make in the Coar 
of Chriſt?\Wharis it2ls Chriſt only thought 
fitto weare a torne garment 2 Or can wee 
thinkethatthe Spirizof Vanity which is one 
with Chriſt,wil not departto ſecke warmer 
cloathing ? Orif he be not gone already, 
why is there not ontty, which is whereere 
he is? Orithe be bur yetgone from other 
parts of Chriſtendome, in any caſe for 
the paſſion & inthe bowels of Jeſus Chriſt 
beg it)make ſtay of him heere in our parts, 

For ſo the Apoſile goes on. Keepethe 
Vanity oftheSpirit. 

This Exhortation requires too things 
(faith S. Terome: ) the one,thatthey which 
haue this vnity of the Spirit keepe it ; the 0- 
ther thatthey which haue it not,labourto 
get it. Andcertainely nothing can be more 
beneficial,or more honourable either for 
Church or ſtate,then to geti: when they 
haue itnor, orto keepeit when they haue 
it. And this is implycd in the very word, 
which the Apoſie vices, Keepay For no wile 
man wil aduiſetherreaſuring vp & keeping 
ofany thing, but thatwhich is of vie and 

k 2nchit. 
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benefit, And the word 15, doth not barely 
fignifieto Keepe, but Tueri, to defend too, 
which is the ſtouteſt keeping. Now all 
wiſe menarefor vnity: Andall good men 
for the -onity of the Spirit, Yes (faith Saint 
Ifidore )Boni ſeruant, Good men keepe it, inGen.c.;. 

V Viſc and good men keepe it ;z why then 
nene but fooles, and bad men breakeit, 
Slie and cunning men perhaps may hauc 
their hands in Diuifions, butwiſe or good 
men they arenot, For are they not all with- 
out -onderStanding that worke wickednefſe ? 
Pſal.z3. And agreater wickednefle men 7/u.,.5. 
can hardly work, then to diſfolue the vonity 
of the Spirit in either Church orCommon- 
wealth. Forthey doeas muchas in them 
lies to bring protanenefſeintothe Church, 
and deſolation vpon theſtate, Keepe there- 
fore the -onity of the Spirit, 

Keepe Vnity : why, butwhat needs that? 2 
will not vnity keepe irſelfe? 'Tistrue; Pnity 
isvery apttohang together. It proceeds 
frem Chatity,whichisthe glue of the Spi- 
rit, not ſeuered without violence. Yea, but 
forall this, it needs keeping, Inthe Church 
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itneedes keeping : Andtherefore the pro. 


phzts and Goucrnors of the Church are 
called Cuſtodes, Keepers,Wa:chmen and Ouzr- 


Exck.3.17, Jeers, Extk3. & Afis 20, And they muſt 
Ads 10.28. watch as well ouer her peace, as her Truth, 


And yetthere are ſo many that ſcatter the 
tares of Schiſme and Hereſic,thar her vniry 
isnotkepr, 

In the Common wealth it needs keeping 
too, For her Gouernors are Cuſ/odes Cuitc- 
ets : Keepersof the Citty, Butthere alſo, 
there are not tew that trouble the waters 
for their ownefiſhing. And many times a 
Common-wealth is in danger toloolſe her 
Vnity,iuſt as Epheſus did,Att.r 9. Atwhich 
rimeallthe Cittie was troubled, bur the 
greater part knew not why, And the true 
Cauſe of the Diuifion was no more but 
this: Demetrins and his fellowes were afraid 
they ſhould looſe their gaine, if Dianaand 
her Temple keptnot vp their greatneſle, 

Now. this noyſe at Epheſus dorh not 
onely tell vs that Vniry needs keeping, but 
it informes ys farther of the way to keepe 
it, The way to keepe vnity both in Church 


and 


s 
: 
- 
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and ſtate is for the Gouernors to carry a 
watchfull eye ouer all ſuch as are diſcouc- 
red, or feard, tohaucpriuate ends. For 
there's nopriuate end, but in ſomething 
or other it will be lead ro runne croſſethe 
publique: And ifgainecome in, though it 
be by making ſbrines for Diana,tis no marter 
with them though Fpheſus bee in an vp- 
roare forir, 

And certainely there's no keeping of Vni- 
ry incither Church or ſtate, valeſſe men 
will be ſo temperate (when it comes to a 
lumpe at leaſt )asrolay downe thepriuate 
for the publique's ſake, and perſwade o- 


thersto doethelike: Elſe(ſaith SaintChry- ,,, .. Eyhel 


ſoftome ) Quicquidducit ad amorem ſui, dinidit 
pnitarem : whatſocuer leads men to any 
loue of themſelues and their owne ends, 


helpsro divide the vnity. Andrthe Schools [77 55193 


applies it both roChurch and ſtate.? or in 
the Church they which ſecke their owne, 
and notrbat which is Chriits (who is publi- 
cum Ecclefie, the publique intereſt of the 
Church ) departfrom the Vniry of the Spirit. 
Andinan earthly Cittie, the vniticotrhat 
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is gone, when the Cittizens ſtuddie theic 
owne,not the publique good, 

Why, but whenthen is Vaityto be kept? 
When ? why, ſurely at all times,if it bep6ſ- 
ſible, Bur cſpecially it is to bee kepr, when 
Enemies are banded together againſt 
Church or ſtate. Then aboue all other 
times looke well rothe keeping of Vnity, Am 
I decciued? or isnot this your Caſe now ? 
Arc not many and great Enemies ioyu'da- 
gainſt you? Are they not 7oyned both a- 
gainſt the Church and againſt the ſtare ? 
Are they ioyned, and are you diuided ? God 
forbid. It cannor be that youſhould fo for- 
getthe Church of Chriſt, or the Bowels of 
your owne Countrey,and your own.loyne 
then and keepe the Vnity ofthe Spirir,and 
Vle feare no danger .though Mars were 
Lord of the Aſcendent, inthe very inſtant of 
thisScſſion of Parliament, and in the ſecond 
houſe, or ioyned, orin aſpþett with the Lord 
of the ſecond, which yet Prolomey thought 
broughtmuch hurtto Common-wealths. 

But ſuppoſe all danger ouer (I wouldir 
were) yet keepe Vnity atall rimes, For Ene- 

mics 
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mies are as Cunning as malice can make 
them : And if Ynity benor kept at all times, 
at that time when tis nor kept they'l make 
their breach, And they! make it certaine- 
ly. Forifthe/ nity ofthe Spirit be gone; the 
Spirit is gone withir ; And if the Sphrir bee 
gone, Chriſt is gone with him : And ifchey 
be gone, God the Father is gone withthem, 
And what miſery will not follow whenan 
Enemy ſhall come vpon a ſtate, and finde 
the whole blefled Trinity, Father, Sonne, 
and Holy Gboſ# gone from it, to accompa- 
ny that Ynity which is baniſhed our of it ? 
Yea bur you willſay ; It YVnity be loſt, we 
wil quickly fetch it backe againe.Soft: Firſt 
tis more wiſedometo keepe it then ro-bee 
driuen to fetch it backe. Secondly, before 
Vnity be thruſt off,it would be well thought 
vpon, whether ir be jn your power to brivg 
ic backe when you will, The Spirit, lam ſure, 
isnot, and tis His YVnity. And,looſe it when 
you will, tis likethe loſle of heal:bjnthe na- 
turall body ; luſt like. 'For there cuecry 
Diſeaſe is with ſome breach of Vnity; cither 
by Infammatiou in ſome noble or virall 
part; 


In Pſal,99- 
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part: orby firife in thehumors: ot Luxati- 
ons in the loynts: orby breaking veines or 
ſinewes; ſtill with ſome breach of Vnity.Well, 
Whar ſayes the Patient therewhile?What? 
Why,He ſayes he wil recouer his health,& 
then take care to keepe it. Yea, but whart if 
Death ſeaze vpon Him before health bere- 
couered > What then ? Had ir notbeene 
berrer & ſafer a greatdcale to keepe health 
whilehe had it? Andis not deatha iuſt re- 
ward of his diltempering his humors? 1 
will not apply, to cither Churchor Com- 
mon-wealth: but cerrainely 'ris better for 
both to keepe the Vniry of the Spirit; then 
rruſtrothe Recouery of it when tis loſt, 
Keepe then the Vnity of the Spirit ; but 
know withall, (and irfollowes inthe Tex ) 
that if you wil keepe it,you muſt Endeauour 
to keepeir, 

For it is not ſo calie athing to keepe Vnity 
ingreat Bodies as'tis thought ; There goes 
much labourand endeauowr to it. The word 
is erwtdwric, ſtudic, becarefull ro keepeit. 
Saint Auguſtine reades it Satagentes doe 
enough to keepeit : And heethatdoth 
THE cnough, 


25. 
cnough, giues pot ouerdoing till it bee 
kept, 

Nay, the Apoſtle comes ſo home, that 
hee vies two words, and both of fingular 
care forVnity. For Hedoth not imply ſay 
keepe it : Nor imply endeauour it,but ſtuddie 
and endeauour to keepe it, Now no man can 
keepe thatis not carefull ; And no man will 
endeauour that is not ſtudious, Neither is it 


(faith Saint Chry/oſtome ) every mans ſufficien- tton.s.ix £p1, 


cyto beeable to keepe Vnity: And the word 
implies ſuch an endeauour as makes haſte to 
keepe : And indeed no time isto beeloſt at 


this worke. 
V Vhy, butifthere be neede of ſuch ex- , 


deuouring, whence comes it,that that which 
clings ſo together, asall Ynity doth,is ſo 
hard tokeepe ? Whence 2 why Ilerell you: 
Ipreſume you'll exdeauour the more to keepe 
t, 

. Firſt, then tis hard tobe kept, in regard 
ofthe nature of this Ynity, For beeitin 
Church, orbeeitinCommon-wealth tis 
V num aggregatum, One by ColleQion and 


ConiunRion ofmany. And the Schoole- 
E teaches 


26, 


Th+9.1.4.31. teaches ys,thatthis nity is Minima V nitas, 

_ A Vnity thatis leaſt One: And therefore 
apreſt to fall aſunder, Both becauſe many 
arenot calily kepr at One ; And becauſe euc- 
ry one of the many by reaſon of the contra- 
ry thoughts and affcQtions which diuide 
him, is not long together one in bimſelfe_., 
Which isthe Reaſon (as I conceiue) of 

te 7" thatin Philo. That alittle difference is able to 
diuide a Cittie, 

2 Secondly, tis hard to keepe in regard of 
Oppoſersagainſt it, and lie praficers ypon 
it. And they are many, Dauid complained 

P/4.120.5. ofthem in his time, P/al.120. My ſoule hath 
long dwelt with themthat are Enemies to peace, 
And ther's no Church, norno ſtate, bur 
hath ſome of theſe. And fincethe plotting 
and ſtuddie oftheſe is to breake, you muſt 
endeauour to keepe the Vniy of the Spirit, And 
youll finde the worke hard enough, 

3 -« Butasto keepe Ynity is a worke of Diffi- 
cultie, and takesvp much endeauour of the 
beſt : ſo'tis a glorious worke, and worth 
their endeauour, It isa pitifull thing to ſee a 
man butreputed wiſe, and his Endeauour, 

vaine: 


» 
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yaine : Butbeſidethe comfort that is with- 
in, there's a great deale of honourto ſee a 
wiſcmans endeauour hke himſelte, And 
nothing is more hike wiſedome then /niry, 
For wiſe Counlells, are ſeldome better 
knowne by any thing thenthis ; Thar as 
they arc in themſelues One and varie not ; 
ſo thgy tend ro One and diſtratt not, That 
One end is verity in the Church, Safetie in 
the ſtate; and nity in both, Notwithſtan- 
ding this, Good God, what ſpending their 
is of great endeauours, about vanity, and 
things of naught 2 Haltfe that endeauour 
ſpentin keeping Vnity, would doe what all 
our hearts deſire,and moretoo, 

V Vhy, burthen how ſhall we beableto 
ſer our Endeauour right to the keeping of this 


 Vnity of the Spirit? How? why the Apoſtle 
tells you that roo, ver.2, And the way he 7.7 , 


propoſes is ſodireR, thatI dareſay,it you 
endeauour,you (hall keepe the V nity of the Spi- 
rit, both in Church and ſtate. 

Firſt, then all Endcauour to keepe the 
Vnity of the Spirit is void, if it bee not vertu- 
ous, For the Spirit will neither bee kepr, 
BE 2 nor 
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nor keepe men together in vice. Next, 
Amongall vertues foureare moſt neceſſa- 
rieto preſerueVnity, The Apoſtle nameth 
them; and Il doc no more. They are Hw- 
militie atthe heart, Meekeneſſeinthe Carri- 
age, Patiencein point of forbearance. And 
Charitie, whole worke is ſupportation of 
the weakethat ſcandall be not takeng, and 
Vnity broken, 

And Concerning this laſt great vertue 
whoſe workeis ſupportation of the weake, 
"tis an Excellentpaſſage which Saint Augu- 
(fine hath. Arr thou ſo perfeFt that there #s no. 
thing in thee which an other need ſupport * I 
wonder ifit be ſo: Tis rare perfeftion, But be 
ito. Why then thouart the ſtronger to ſupport 
others, Is pnity like tobe broken, and oſt thou 
ſay thou canſt not ſupport others? Ergo habes 
quod inte aly ſuſtinzant, Therefore thou art 
not yet ſoperfeasthou thoughteſt, but 
thou haſt ſomewhat that others may ſup- 
port and beare inthee, 

Endeauour then to keepe the V nity of the Spi- 
rit,thatwe muſt, Butin what is Ynity beſt 
preſerued 2 In what? why that followes 

next. 


29. 
" next. T# in peace, ſaiththe Apoſile, 

Now Peace in this place is not taken as 
is oppolitero}Warr, But itis that Peace. 
which oppoſes all iarring and falling our, 
eſpecially falling off one from another. Iris 
not conſidered heere as oppoſite towarr. 
For that Peace and Warr cannot pollibly 
ſtand together.But this Peace in which Ynt- 
ty is kept, is moſt vſefull, moſtneceſlarie, 
when Warris either threatned or begunne. 
For as there ismoſt need of Yuity againſt 
Vnited Enemies: fois there moſt need of 
peaceable diſpofitionsto Vnite at home, a- 
gainſt forces fromabroad: Therefore the 
Learned agree hcere, That Peace ſtands for a 
Calme, and quiet diſpoſe of the hearts of men, 
and of their carriage too, that the Vnity of 
the Spirit may bepreſerucd.And certaine- 
ly without this peaceable diſpoſition, tis in 
vaine to ſay wee endeauour for Vanity ; 
eitherto get,or to keepe it, 

The Peace then heere ſpokenot, differs 
not much from the vertue of meekeneſſe. 
Onely it adds aboue meek-neſſe towards 0- 
thers, quietneſſe with them, As it agrees 
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with meekeneſle, ſo tisthe way to Vnity;* 
As it adds aboucit, ſotisthe Treaſuric in 
which Ynity # kept, Tis an ancient Rule 
$alsft.in conivr, For kingdomes and a good. TJiſdem Artibus 
quibus parta ſunt facile rctinentur, They are 
keptin ſubicRion, order, and obedience, 
by the ſame vertues by which they were 
fiſt gotten. Now the vuity of the Spirit is a 
great part of the Kingdome of grace ; There- 
fore this Kingdowe roo, it it begotten, as it 
is, by peace, then mm peaceit mult be kept. For 
ouſhall neuerſeethe Vnity of the Spirit 
dwell in a froward heart, thatis enemicto 


peace, 


That afte&ion of which Saint Bernard 
was, is the great keeper of Vnity. And lure 
he dwelt in peace. Adherebo obs etfi nolitis, 
etfinolimipſe, I will ſticke and bee one with 
you, though you would not haue me doe 
it: nay, though any tentation in my ſelte 
would nor haue me docit. And therefore 
they are quite out of the way, in the 
154i, Church (faith Saint Jerome) that thinke 
they can hold the vnicic ofthe Spirit, Diſ- 
fats pace, when they haue ſhaken peace 


% 
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aſunder. And they areas farre miſtaken in 
the Common-wealth, that ſteepe allrheir 
humors in gall,and yet would intitle them- 
ſclues Patrons of pnitie. And ſurely ſuch, in 
whart ſtare ſocuer they liue, know not of 
what Spirit they are, though all other men 
ſee, tis firethey call for, $.Luke 9. 

Why ? but whatneed is there ofthis Ex- 
hortation to Peace ? this Endeauour for 
Vnity? whatneedinregard of thetimes, 
the time it ſelfe preaches, I may hold my 
peace. But what needthereisinregard of 
mens perſons and conditions, which are 
ro comply with the times,that Vletell you, 
The beſt peace that is, and the faireſt calme_,, 
thatthe Soule of man hath, is imperfe& 
in this life, Whatthen'? What ?why there- 


fore faies the Schoole, though the Soule bee at = _ 


re$t and peace with God and conſequently in 
it ſelfeand with others, yet rhere is ſtill ſome 
repugnancy, both within, and without; which 
diſturbesthis peace, For whatſocuer is imper- 
feft isvnderper:urbation, And the more a 
Man is zroubledythe lefle perfe&is his peace. 
Out of which ir followes againe,' that all. 
Exhor- 


Ibid, 
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Exhortation to recall a mans paſſions to 


peace is very needfull for the keeping of 
yYnity: And heethatis offended at S. Pauls 
Exhortation to peace, is not atpeace in 
Himlſelfe, 

Will you ſay farther,that this peace which 
keepes, and this vnity of the Spirit which is 
kept, is the bleſſing and thegitft of God ?TIr 
ſhall euer bee farre from me to deniethar, 
But what then?Becauſc they areGods bleſ- 
ſings, muſt not you endeauowr to getthem ? 
And becauſe they arc Gods gifts, muſt nor 
you becarcfull to keepe them > Nay,ought 
not you bethe m- re carefull co keepe,when 
Godl himſelfe is ſo free to give? Tis true, 
Youcannot endeauourtill God giuegrace; 
But tis true too, thatou are bound toen- 
deauour, when hee hath giuenit, Bound 
certainely ; and therefore Saint Jerome ex- 
pounds this, which is but Councelland 
Exhortation in Saint Paul, by a Precipitur, 
Ther's Gotts command yp0n you, that you en- 
deauour for vnity in peace, 

And now, what if God haue giuen ſufft- 


Gencie, nay abundance of Grace, and yet 
there 


33s 
there be no Endeauour, can any becblamed 
thenfor want of vnity bur your ſelues? Tis 
true, that except the Lord keepe the Citty,your 


Watchmen wake in Paine, P/al.127, But is it P/e. 125.2, 


any where ſaid in Scripture, thatif you 
will ſetno watch,take no carc,that yet God 
will keepethe Cittie> No ſure. Andthis 
will cuer bee found certaine, when and 
wherelocuer the YVnity of the Spirit is not 
kept, then and there was want of mans en- 
eauour to Kzepe it in peace, And whenſoe- 
uer Godlaies that puniſhment which fol- 
lowes Diſunion vpon 4 Nation, the Sinne 
vpon which the puniſhment falls is com- 
mitted by mans miſendeauouring,ot want of 
Endeaueurimg. 

Bur Peace it ſelfe cannot hold Ynitylong, 
ifit benota firmeanda binding peace.And 
this brings inthe endoftheTexr, the kee - 
ping of Vnity inVinculo Pacis, inthe band 
of pcace, 

Firſt,then if you will keepe a ſerl:d puity, 
you mutt haue a firme peace, The reaſon is, 
becauſe in this Vnity many are brought 


together. And many will not be held roge- 
t ther 


34. 
ther withouta band. Saint Auguſtine difco« 


—— uered this. Vnitas fine nodo facile diſſoluitur, 
0 ” Thar Vnity (ſaith he) which hath no knot, 


is ealily difſolued. This Vnity is ſocomfor. 
table, ſo beneficiall both to Church and 
ſtare,thar it cannot be roo faſt bound. But 
fit be notfalt bound, both it andchebe- 
neht will ſoone be loſt, 

Now in -vinculo, in that which bindes 
this is to be obſerued: It compaſles about 
all which it containes, and then where it 
meetsthere's the knor, So that which is 
bound is held cloſe within the Imbracings 
of the band, And the band is not ofone 
ſubſtance,and the knot of another,bur beth 
of one and the ſame ſubitance.Sotis heere. 
For the vnityof the Spirit is contained and 
compaſled, as it were by peace Peace goes 
before it,to bring itin: And Peace goes with 
it whentis in : And Peace goes round about 
it, tokcepeitin, And v here the two ends 
of Peace meete, there vnity is faſt and knit 
Vþ, And the knot is of the ſame ſubſtance 
with the band, Peace too. And therefore 
where the ancientreading ot the Texris To 


keepe 
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keepe Vnity in the band of peace, there 


fome will haue it, to keepe YVnity in Vincu- raide.thid. 


lo quod eſt pax, In that band which is 
Peace. 

This band as'tis the band of nity; ſo'tis 3 
wellficced to the vniry it bindes, For if you 
markeir, it bindes vnity, and the band is 
but One, In-vinculo pacis ; in the band of 
peace, On? baud, And yet that which is 
VBun is not Vis, that which is but One, 
is not onely of One, For it bindes many, 
whole Churches, whole Kingdomes, And 
both bodies are cuer ſateſt, when the band 
is Once ; and that One ableto hold them. For 
when this One band of peace cannot-binde 
cloſe, tis a ſhrewd Argument, citherthar 
ſome ill humor ſwells, and will not endure 
the band ; orthat the band it ſelfe is ſtrained 
and made weake. And in bothrtheſe caſes, 
timely helpe muſt beapplied, or the Ynicy 
of the Bolyis in Danger. 

You may ſcethisplainein the Naturall 
body.The out-band of the body isthe skinne. 
If the body be too full of humors, and they 
fouleandin Motion,the body (wellstill the 
F 2 s$kinne 
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sSkinne breaks. Sotisinthe Church, and 
ſotisintheſtate,whenthe Body istoo full 
of humors. 

The inner-band of the body isthe Sinewe, 
Tis 5vr445u, the very word which the Apo- 
ſte vſes; The band or the finew of peace. If 
the finew bee broken or ouer-(trained, 
theres much paine and weaknefle inthe 
body, and the members hang as loole, as 
ifthey were falling one from another, And 
ſoris inthe Ecclefiaſticall ; And no other 
then ſo, in the Ciuill Body, If there bebut a 
ſtraining inthe Land, though perhaps the /#- 
new benot yct broken,tis hightime tolooke 
to the Vnity of the body. Well. What 
Remediethen > What Why, (ure there's 
none but YVinculumVinculi : The finew muſt 
haue a ſwathe : And that which was wont 
to binde the body, muſt bee bound vpit 
ſelfe; Andifthe Curelightnor into honeſt 
and good Chirurgions hands,it may prouc a 
lame Church, and a weake ſtatecuer after. 
God bleſſe the body therefore, and dire 
the Chirurgions. 

Now asthe Bandoftheſe great Bodies, 


the 
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theChurch, and the ſtate, may be brokey : 
ſothe knor,which hath euer beene hard to 

Dn:ie, may becut,And both Church and 
ſtate haue cuer had Cauſe to feare both, 
both breaking and cutting. Saint Jenatins 
was alraid of this in the Church, by and 
by after the 4poiles times, And therefore 
He writes tothe Church of Philadelphia,ln 
any caſe toflie and to ſbunne wow, the par- 
tition or cutting off this knot. And indeed 
tisnotfit for any man imployedaboutthis 
band of peace, to haue his Rafor about him, 
And. Dauid was afraid of this intheſtate; 
and hee had Cauſe, great cauſe. For ſome 
wilde vnruly men cryed out then, Lete's 
breake their bands in ſunder, and caſt their 


Epiſt.e4 Phils. 
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cords from vs, P/al.z. What bands * Why, 2/a.2.;. 


All the bands of peace,and all the bands of 
allegiancetoo. Foy the Conſultation then was 


(faith Caluin) todepoſe David, But hee that 1ajuts 
dwells m heauen, laughed them fo ſcorne,ver 4. Verſe 4. 


And then brake them m perces hike a Porters 


veſſell,ver.g.Nowthe Breakers ofthe band j;, g, 


of peace both in Church and Common. 


wealth are pride and «iſobedience. For theſe 
F 3 two 
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two cry one to another. Thatis, Pride to 
diſobedience, Come lett's breake the band. 
And thisis very obſeruable, and with 
reference to this band of peace too. You 
ſhall neuer ſee a 4:ſobedient man, but hee is 
proud, For hee would Obey, it he did not 
thinke himſelfc fitter to gouerne,Nor {hall 
you cuer ſee a proud an ſtoope to bind: vp 
any thing . Butit youſec him ſtoope,take 
heede of him, 'tis, doubtlefſe, to breake the 
band ofpeace, The Realon's plaine; It hee 
ſtoopetobinde vp, Hce knowes hee ſhall 
bee but one of the bundle ; which hispride 
cannorendure.But if he ſtoopeto looſerhe 
band, then he may bee free, and /bew his 
yertue (as he calls it)that is, hope Torunne 
formoſt in the head of a Fattion. Fond 
men, that can bee thus bewitched with 
pride againſt themſc}ues. Forwhenthey 
are bound op, though bur as one of the 
Bundle, yer therein, vnder God, they are 
ſtrong and ſafe : But when the B1nd is bro- 
ken, and they perhaps, asthey with, inthe 
Head,headlong they runne ypon their own 
Rune, 

Thus 
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Thus you haue ſcenethe 4foſtles care for 
Vnity:For Vnity, but faine wou!d he haue 
it of the Spirit, This Vnity hcedefires you 
ſhould keeps, yea [tuddy and endeauour to 
keepe,asthe Spirit 1s ready to preuentand 
aſliſt, that you may bee able to keepeir. 
This Vnity muſt be kepr in peace : And if 
you will hauc it ſure, in theband of peace, 

Thatwhichremainesis: that you obey 
and follow the Apoſtles Exhortation. That 
all of you in your ſclues, and with others, 
endeauour to keepe the Vni:y of the Spirit in 
the band of pzace, both in Church and 
Common-wealth. For good Counſell, ſuch 
as heere our Apoſtles is, doth not make 
Church or ſtate happy, whentis giuen,but 
when tis followed, And to the danger 
thatmay come, it addes guilt, ro all ſuch 
as will nct obey the counſel, that they may 
preuent the danger, 

Andlet meſay thus much for the Vnizy 
of the Spirit ; 'Tis that which ties vs oneto 
another, andall to God, and God to all, 
IVithout God wee cannot beſafe, either.in 
this lite,or that ro come. And witour 5bis 
Viity, 


Hom .9.1n Ejb, 


Exerc. 3656.1. 
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V nity, no man is ſure of his Neighbours 
alliſtance, norany man of Gods. Bur by 
this Vnity, GOD himſelfe is content to 
be bownd to you, And that which is bound, 

is ſurc, and ready at need. Er forris cum 
debililigatus& illum portat E Gf e (faith Saint 
Chryſoſtome, ) And ſtrength bound to 
weakencſle, beares vp bok it ſelfe, and 
weakeneſſe. Andinthis ſence I can admit 
of Scaligers Subtilty. That Vnity is Onni- 
potent, 

Keepe Vnity then, and be ſowre (tis ho- 
nourable Iuſtice) vpon any that ſhall en- 
deauour ro breake it. He Li not to 
live, that would difſolue that band, by 
which God hath bound himſelfeto aſliſt 


the Church, and the Common-wealth. 


Our Aduerſaries make YVnity a Note of the. 
Church, and they perſwade ſuch as will be- 
leeue them,thar wee haue no Vnity, and fo 
no Church, 1 would not haue Occaſion gi- 
uen them to inlarge their dodrine; leſt in 
the next place they take ypon them to 
proue,that we haue no Common-wealh nei- 


ther,for want of Vniry., 
Now 
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Now to keepe/nity,l haue made bold to 
dire& you one way already; andheer'san 
other, 'Tis neceflary that the Gouernors 
hauc agood and a quick cye to diſcouer 
the cunning of them that would breake 
the Ynityfirſt, and the whole Bodyatter,You 
ſhall giue agueſſe atthem by this, They'll 
ſpeake as much for Vnity as any men ; but 
yetzif you marke them; you (hall ſtill finde 
them buſy about the knot, that bindes vp V nity 
in peace: ſomewhat there is that wrings 
themthere. They will pretend perhaps, 
tis very good there ſhould be Vinculum, A 
Band to binde men to Obedience, 6 God 
forbid elſe : bur they would nor haue the 
knet too hard. Take heed. Their aime is; 
They would haue alittle more liberty,thar 
hauetoo much already.Or perhaps they'll 
pretend,they would not pntie the knor, no, 
there may bee danger in that, bur they 
would onely :urne ittothe other ſide, be- 
cauſerhis way it lycs vneafily, Butthisis 
but aſhift neither, For rurne the knot which 
way you will, all 5»3ding co Obzdience will be 


gricuous to ſome. It may bethey']l p__ 
that 
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that though they thould vnrie it, yer they 
would notleaueit locſe. They would per- 
hapsticit otherwiſe, but they would bee 
ſure ro knitit as faſt, Truſt notthis pretext 
neither, Out of Queſtion, their meaning 
is forte Vþ Vnity in aBow-knos, which the 
might ſlip at One End when they liſt, In- 
deed, whatſocuer they pretend, it they be 
curious about the kuor, | pray looke totheir 
fingers, and tothe Band of peace too, For 
whatſocuerthe pretences bee, they would 
be at the difſoluing of nity, 
Well.Prouidetor the keeping of Vnity; 
And whatthen> Why, then God bleſle 
you with the Succeſſe of this Day, For this 
Day, the ſeuentcenth of March, I,Ceſar ouer- 
threw Sex,Pompeius, And that Victory was 
in Sparne;and Spaine which had long beene 
troubleſome,ſerled, and came quietlyin, 
by thatone Action, And this very Day too, 
Fredericke the Szcond entered Jeruſalem,and/ 
recouered whatſocuer Saladine had taken 
from the Chriſtians, Bur 1 mult rell you, 
Theſe Emperours and. their torces were 
great keepers of Vnity, JOSE 
| The 
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The firſt Leſſon at this Daies Eucning pray- 


er,is Tudg.4.There Siſera,Capraine of Iabins 14g 4. 


Army,fell before J/rac/.But I muſttell you; 
The two Tribes, Z1bulon and Neprhali, went 
op in great both Vnity, and courage againſt 


them, Judg.y.And | make nodoubt,burrbts 1444.5.8. 


Day may be a Day oft happy lucceſſeto this 
Church and ſtare, if'S. Pau! may be heard, 
and that yet (before it betoo to late) there 
beea hearty Endeauour to keepe the Vnityof 
the Spirit in the Band of peace. 

And now, to conclude. 1 beſeech you 
Remember, That all this Vnity and Peace, 
what ere it be,and whentis atthe beſt,zis but 
Veſtigiam, a track, and atooting of that 
eucrlaſting peace which is to come. And 1 
would not haue you ſo loue this peace of 
grace, that you ſhould at any time forger 
the infinite peace of Glory : 1 he band where- 
of nor Earth, nor Hell can breake. For tis 
notfolly onely, but madneſle (faith Sainr 


Gregory )toloue this Peace,thisVnicy,which 2.35029. 


is buta foor-ſtep, aprint inthe duſt, ſoone 
worne out, ſoone defaced: and notloae 
God and his Peace, A quo impreſſum eſt : 

G 2 whoſe 


ne Ad.23, 
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whoſe very foot madethis ſo (afe, ſo hap- 
py, {o pleaſant as it is. But I cannotbur 
hope better things of you, and ſuch as accom. 
pany ſafety hcere, and Saluation hereafter. 
For you have not jo learned Chriſt, asthat you 
can prefcrre any Vuity before his, Or neg- 
le& the (ate keeping of that which is his 
foottep in this world ; The Vniy of the, 
Spiree. 

L et vstherefore all pray vato GOD: 
That he will cuermore giue both the King 
and his People, tbe comfort of his Spirit : 
That that Spiri of his may ſo dire& all 

our Counſel/s, that they may be for YVnity, 
Thar following the direQion of this Spirit 
of Grace, wee may enioy the /nity ofthe 
{ame Spirit, both.in Church and Common- 
weakh, That all our Endeauours, publike 
and priuate,may tend to the keeping of this 
V nity. That our keeping of Vuity may bee 
fuch asit ought, In Peace, inthe very baud 
of Peace. 

I beganne with Saint Pauls F xtortati- 
on.I end with bis Prayerand Renediction. 


2-Theſſ.3.15 2, Theſſ, 3, Tisthe praycrot ihjs Day, For 


1s 


- 
—— 
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tis the ſecond Leſſon at Eucning Seruice,The 
God of Peace giue you peace alwaies, and by 
all meanes: Peace in concord, and Peace 
in Charity : Peace on Earth, and Peacein 
Heauen: Peace of Grace,and Peacein Glo- 
ry. To all which Chriſt for his infinite 
mercies ſake bring vs all, Towhom 
with the Father and the Holy Spi- 
rit, bee aſcribed all might, 
Maieſty and Dominion, 
this day and for 
euer, Amen, 


FINIS, 
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